Office of Readings

Monday, December 21, 2026

Saint Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor

OPENING

O God, come to my assistance.
Lord, make haste to help me.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

INVITATORY

Ant. Come, let us adore the Lord who is coming to bring salvation to his people.

Come, let us exult in the Lord; let us shout with joy to God our salvation.

Let us come before his face with praise and exult in him with psalms.

For the Lord isagreat God and a great king above all gods.

For the Lord does not cast off his people; for in his hand are all the ends of the earth.

And the heights of the mountains belong to him.

For the seais his, and he made it; and his hands formed the dry land.

Come, let us adore and fall down before God; let us weep before the Lord who made us.

For he isthe Lord our God; and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.

Today, if you will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Asin the provocation, according to the day of temptation in the wilderness,

where your fathers tempted me; they tried me and saw my works.

For forty years | was close to this generation, and | said: "They aways err in heart."

And these people have not known my ways, so | swore in my wrath that they will not enter into my rest.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: asit was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Ant. Come, let us adore the Lord who is coming to bring salvation to his people.

HYMN

TheKing Shall Come



The King shall come when morning dawns
and light triumphant breaks,

when beauty gilds the eastern hills

and life to joy awakes.

PSALMODY

Psalm 46 The Great King Over All the Earth
Ant. Come, Lord, and do not delay; have mercy on us, who have sinned against you.

All you nations clap your hands; shout to God with avoice of jubilation.

For the Lord Most High isterrible; heis agreat king over al the earth.

He has subdued peoples under us and nations under our feet.

He has chosen for us his inheritance, the beauty of Jacob which he has loved.

God has ascended with jubilation and the Lord with the voice of the trumpet.

Sing praisesto our God, sing praises; sing praises to our king, sing praises.

For God isthe king of all the earth; sing wisely.

God will reign over the nations; God sits on his holy throne.

Therulers of the people have gathered together with the God of Abraham.

For the mighty ones of the earth have been greatly exalted; he is the shield of the earth.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Ant. Come, Lord, and do not delay; have mercy on us, who have sinned against you.



Psalm 47 The City of the Great King
Ant. Come, Lord, and do not delay; have mercy on us, who have sinned against you.

Great isthe Lord and greatly to be praised, in the city of our God, on his holy mountain.

With the joy of the whole earth, Mount Zion will be founded, on the sides of the north, the city of the great king.
In her houses God will be known, when he takes her under his protection.

For behold, kings of the earth assembled together; they gathered as one.

They saw and were astonished; they were troubled and were moved.

Trembling took hold of them; there were pains like those of awoman in labor.

By aviolent wind you will break the ships of Tarshish.

Aswe have heard, so we have seen, in the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God.

God has founded it forever.

We have received your mercy, O God, in the midst of your temple.

According to your name, O God, so aso is your praise unto the ends of the earth; your right hand isfull of justice.
Let Mount Zion rejoice and the daughters of Judah be glad, because of your judgments, O Lord.

Surround Zion and embrace her; speak in her towers.

Set your hearts on her strength and distribute her houses, so that you may tell it in another generation.

For thisis God, our God, unto eternity and beyond eternity; he will govern us forever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Ant. Come, Lord, and do not delay; have mercy on us, who have sinned against you.



Psalm 48 TheFolly of Trusting in Riches
Ant. Come, Lord, and do not delay; have mercy on us, who have sinned against you.

Hear these things, all you nations; give ear, al you inhabitants of the world.

All sons of earth and sons of man, rich and poor together.

My mouth will speak wisdom, and the meditation of my heart will speak understanding.

I will incline my ear to aparable; | will open my proposition on the harp.

Why should | fear in the evil day? The iniquity of my heel will surround me.

Those who trust in their own strength and who glory in the multitude of their riches:

abrother does not redeem, will aman redeem? He will not give God his expiation,

nor the price of the redemption of his soul; and he will l1abor continually

and will still live to the end.

He will not see destruction, when he sees the wise dying.

The fool and the senseless will perish together, and they will leave their riches to strangers.

And their sepulchres will be their houses forever, their tabernacles throughout all generations.

They have called their lands by their own names.

And man, when he was in honor, did not understand; he has been compared to sensel ess beasts, and made like them.
Thisway of theirs has been a scandal to them, and afterward they will praise with their mouth.

Like sheep they have been placed in hell; death will feed on them.

And the just will have power over them in the morning, and their help will grow old in hell for their glory.
Yet truly God will redeem my soul from the hand of hell, when he receives me.

Do not fear when aman will have been made rich and when the glory of his house will be multiplied.

For when he dies, he will take nothing with him, and his glory will not descend with him.

For his soul will be blessed in hislife; he will confess to you when you have done well for him.

He will enter into the generations of his fathers; he will never see light.

Man, when he was in honor, did not understand; he has been compared to sensel ess beasts, and made like them.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: asit wasin the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Ant. Come, Lord, and do not delay; have mercy on us, who have sinned against you.

FIRST READING: SCRIPTURE

ISAITAH 2:3

Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his
ways and that we may walk in his paths. For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord



from Jerusalem.

RESPONSORY

V. Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay.
R. Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay.
V. Give new courage to your people,
R. who trust in your word.

SECOND READING: PATRISTIC OR HAGIOGRAPHIC

Saint Bernard of Clairvaux
Sermon 5 on Advent

Three Comingsof theLord

We know that there are three comings of the Lord. The third lies between the other two. It isinvisible, while
the other two are visible. In the first coming he was seen on earth, dwelling among men. In the final coming all
flesh shall see the salvation of our God, and they shall look on him whom they have pierced. The intermediate
coming isahidden one; in it only the elect see the Lord within their own selves, and they are saved. In hisfirst
coming our Lord camein our flesh and in our weakness; in this middle coming he comesin spirit and in
power; in the final coming he will be seen in glory and majesty. Because this coming lies between the other
two, it islike aroad on which we travel from the first coming to the last. In the first, Christ was our
redemption; in the last, he will appear as our life; in this middle coming, he is our rest and consolation. Do not
think that what we say of this middle coming is our own invention; listen to what our Lord himself says: If

anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him.

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Lord, aswe await your Son's coming, open our earsto the prophetic word that prepared the way. May these

readings deepen our Advent longing; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

DISMISSAL

Let us praise the Lord.
And give him thanks.



